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FROM THE PASTORE.
WONDERFUL WINTER AND LENT!!!

We have experienced a wonderful winter and
Lent in worship at First Church! Our worship
attendance has continued very faithfully every
Sunday with our average attendance at both
services at nearly 290 persons! Our next group
of FUMC 101 will begin on the first Sunday in
May. Our official full membership is nearing 550
individuals. Our Confirmation Group for 2008,
with eight young persons, began on March 31,
Adult mentors have been assigned to work with
each youth to provide a viewpoint into their faith
life and journey.

What an amazing part of our Lenten journey has
been the construction
marvelous celebration has been planned for this
month. Read elsewhere in this edition of the
newsletter about this celebration. Construction
Coordinator, Pat Neeley, told me today that 67
di fferent individual s
on our house!!! Words are almost inadequate to
describe this work of God in our midst.

| want to express particular appreciation to our
Worship Ministry Team, Chancel Choir, Island

. South Carolina

and

Praise Team and great Church Staff for all of

tMélr ffofts in mé’king our Holy Week worship so

meaningful.  We experienced new worship

opportunities and saw record crowds present!

Thanks for the work, attention and prayers of

everyone. And Mar s ha
banner is simply stunning at the center of our

sanctuary!!!

Spring will be a time of conclusion and renewal
in many worship, educational and mission
opportunities. Our prayers are with all persons
affected by the March 22" tornadoes across
South Carolina. Financial gifts are being
received to assist with this emergency and our
Mission Team may yet be called up to respond
in a concrete, hands on manner!!! The Annual
United Methodist

and energy. | look forward to another'wonderful
time together there!!!

May you continue to find the new life in Christ of
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worship Him! Alleluia® Amen!
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BELIEVE AGAIN, AT FIRST
CHURCHEHIS APRIL

April 6 Third Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion with Meditation by The Reverend
Surrett i Where Will You See

April 13 Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sermon by The Reverend Surrett, i Gat es, G

and Gloryo

April 20 Fifth Sunday of Easter
YOUTH SUNDAY Worship led by our growing United

Methodist Youth Fellowship

April 27 Sixth Sunday of Easter
Special Guest Preacher, The Reverend Elise E.
Barrett at both services

GREETINGS FROM CAROL

We are offering FUMC 101 for 4 Sundays in May
beginning May 4 at 9:45 a.m. If you have ever
wondered how we became known as Methodists i
join us and discover What Our Beliefs Are, the
History of Methodism, and Learn about your Spiritual
Gifts. The course is for folks new to First Church
and would like to become members, as well as those
who are members but want to learn more about who
we are and why we believe what we do!

Please give Carol King a call at 886-6610 X16 or
email iopmembership@bellsouth.net if you would like
to join us or would like more information.

Classes will meet in the Church Parlor
(Administration Building)
Carol

A further finding of the audit was that we were using
lots of extension cords. Again, this cannot be done
in a public building. Lew West did an inspection of
Sunday School rooms and tried to remedy any
obvious uses of extension cords, and we have
contacted an electrician to install additional outlets in
o0 eas. Please be aware that extension cords
can be fire and safety hazards and should always be
unplugged and put away after any use.

eDa_t ness . .
uring a previous column, we failed to mention that

Jerry Courtney is one of our new trustees--and he
has been given the task of negotiating and
overseeing all of our contracts. Should you know of
specific problems arising about upkeep of the
grounds, air conditioning / heating / termites, or other
activities on which we maintain contracts, please talk
to Jerry.

Thank you for your vigilance on locking up doors
after use. Ernest Gamble has agreed to check on
the church security every night and we are truly
grateful. However, there may be times when he is
out of town or ill (he had the flu this week); so it up to
all of us to continue to be vigilant.

TRUSTEES

The trustees are having panic bars installed on the
main doors to the sanctuary. This is being done as a
result of a Fire Department Safety Audit. Panic bars
are a requirement for all public buildings.

HALOS

The summer camp campaign has begun! Did you
know that $275 can send a child to an all day camp
all summer long? Yes, through the North
Charleston Recreation Dept. The costs of camps
vary but this is a great deal. We are raising monies
to send children to camp that would otherwise be left
alone or taken along with parents to work. By helping
to send a child to camp, you are helping to ensure
his safety and security. It is making a child a
happier person as well. It is getting a child off the
streets into a fun filed environment. Please
prayerfully consider donating money to this great
project. You can make your checks out to the
church and earmark for HALOS.

If you want more information please contact Faris
Harper 856 3828.

Sleep Tight is a new project being taken on by
HALOS. For children to be returned to their family
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members or given over to caregivers, the state
mandates that there be an individual bed for the child
in the home. At the time of this writing there was an
urgent need for 30 beds! Please if you have a bed
that is in good condition, donate it to HALOS.
Contact Jennifer Merz at 953 3715 or Faris at 856
3828.

3202. Thank you for all of your support and ideas!
Keep them coming!

MISSIONS
Missions/Outreach Silent Auction Committee would
like to report: The final total for the Silent Auction
was $5,087.00. A great team effort by everyone
involved. Thanks to everyone!

Blue Ribbon Sunday is April 6th! April was declared
Child Abuse Prevention Month by presidential
proclamation in 1983. The goal of this month long
campaign is to increase the community's awareness
of the impact of child maltreatment to over 30,000
children across South Carolina. In 2006, Charleston
County Department of Social Services investigated
almost 1200 reports of abuse and neglect.

Blue Ribbon month is also a time of celebration---to
honor the parents, grandparents, teachers, coaches,
and others who give special care to children. We
will be handing out blue ribbons on Sunday April 6th
to honor this endeavor.

COME AND JOIN THE NEW ADULT
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The group is studying Parables From the Backside,
and is a study that examines familiar bible stories
from a different angle. The class is being facilitated
by Jo Jones, one of our new members. For more
information about this study, give Jo a call at 883-
9447.

Class meets at 9:45AM on the second floor of the
Administrative Building. We look forward to having
YOU check us outl!

MEMBER NEWS

New Members: Tom and Amy Ramsey

and their children Ethan, Kaitlyn and Jordan have
joined our church. Their address is 2613 Ringsted
Lane, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466. Telephone 388-
5615.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

We are in our last quarter of Sunday School for this
year. Please check the upcoming Church Picnic,
there will be sign up sheets with volunteer
opportunities for our one room Sunday School
Class. This gives our gracious teachers, who spend
there time teaching our children, a much needed
break for the Summer. A Big Thanks to all.

Congratulations to the children who had the highest
attendance this quarter. They are:

Preschool- Morgan Kammer & Caroline Whitley
K-1st Grades - Vance Powers & Gracie Kammer
2nd & 3rd Grades-Elise Powers, Janey Whitley &
Julia Jones

4th & 5th Grades -Emma Cohen & Clayson
Powers

These children attended between 12 and 13 weeks
of Sunday School out of 13 weeks. Great job!

If you would like more information regarding Sunday
School Classes please e-mail me, Janalyn Bowden
at jcbhowden@comcast.net or call me at (843) 814-

WINDWOOD FARMS FISHING
TOURNAMENT

Young Adult Ministries is sponsoring the annual
spring fishing tournament for the boys at Windwood
Farms in Awendaw on Saturday, May 3rd. We will
fish with the boys from 9-11 a.m. and then there will
be a picnic lunch at Laura and Bob Whitley's house
immediately following for all volunteers! Childcare
will also be provided at the Whitley's home for
volunteersd children during the tournament. All
volunteers need to participate in the Safe Sanctuary
training and have a background check run on them
prior to the tournament. Please contact Elisabeth
Nelson at elisabethmnelson@comcast.net if you
would like to participate.
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SENIOR LUNCH IN APRIL
The April Lunch for all Seniors at First Church is to
be held on Thursday, April 10", at Noon. We will be
revisiting Gilliganos,
weather is good.

Please contact Janis Crosby at the church office to
make your reservation at 886-6610.

Reservations should be made no later than Monday,
April 7™

All those who have attended have had a great time
and we have had as many as 25 in attendance.
Please join us.

SCOUTS BUILD GARDEN SHED
ECCO would like to thank Eagle Scout candidate
Eric Grech and Troop 502 of Isle of Palms for their
building of a garden shed. This shed will help us
store our lawn equipment outside of the warehouse.

Eric Grech, a freshman at Wando High School
organized and managed the building of the tool shed
and recruited 20 other scouts to help with the project.
The other scouts are: Alex Grech, Alec Surrett,
Robert Batts, Brett Lamb, Drew Demaree, Conor
Gatton, Chandler Kay, Brady Huff, Gage McCormick,
Tyler McCormick, Edward, Leber, Alex McArthur,
Daniel McArthur, and Sam Powell. Adults who
contributed are: Joe Grech, Janeece Grech, Charlie
Kay, Joe McCormick, Guy Powell, and Debbie
McArthur.

Troop 502 meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at First
United Methodist Church, Isle of Palms. For more
information about Troop 502 call Guy Powell Scout
Master at 843-693-3983.

ECCO FOOD DELIVERY TEAMS
ECCO receives food every month from the U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) for 34 clients over sixty
years of age. Although some USDA Commodities
recipients seem to enjoy a trip to ECCO to pick up
their food, transportation and pick-up presented a
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real hardship for others, especially those who live in
outlying areas. Tierney Rasheed had tried for some
time to arrange some help for these people.
ossibl?/ on_ the pati o if
Help recently came in the form of two dedicated
groups of men from two area churches: the New
Wappetaw Presbyterian Church in McClellanville and
the First United Methodist Churchd Isle of Palms.

The group of men from FUMC-Isle of Palms
includes: Bill Lee, Henry Shaffer, Ron Kiser, Billy
Gossett, Moose Morris, Bill Betchman, Ed Smith, Sid
Suhler, Lew West, Tom Miller, Calvin Lipscomb,
Wayne Whelan, Bill Nuckols, Ernest Gamble, Jim
Sexton, Bob Lang, Jack Lammey, John Ray, and Al
Lynch.

These men work in different teams and pick up the
commodities boxes when ECCO calls. They deliver
the food to eight clients spread out in Mt. Pleasant
and lower Berkeley County. Besides providing the
home delivery of food, some of the men have taken
extra Atreatso to the
flowers. Recently, one of the men noticed that a
client did not have a working doorbell. He went back
to the home another day and installed a battery
operated doorbell for her.
These groups of
volunteerso who
and met a real need. Our thanks to the men of
FUMC-IOP who deliver food commodities for ECCO,
and a special thanks to Ernest Gamble who quietly
helps many people in a variety of waysd this time for
installing the doorbell.
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BE CAREFUL WHERE YOU PARK!
Make certain that if you are parking on 21 Avenue
that your wheels are completely off the road and you
are not blocking a driveway, fire hydrant, or other
device. Observe all not parking zones and signs as
welll The IOP Police Department will issue tickets!

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN

AfLemonade on the Lawno
until August 31. We will have the opportunity to
fellowship and meet the summer folks by serving
lemonade on the lawn after the 10:45 a.m. service.
We need volunteers to serve; sign up by e-mailing
Shirley Betchman at gqueenieb31@comcast.net.
Cheers to Shirley for coordinating this wonderful
event again!
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