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CHOICES, PREFERENCES AND THAT CONTEMPORARY THING 
I know that all things are not for all people.  Each of us has individual tastes.  Some of us prefer blue, others green and some 

red.  We live in an age of many choices and options.  I often believe that we have too many, and so we search out ways of living which 

will usually fail us. 

Comedian George Carlin had an interesting life.  Like many lured to Hollywood, drugs and alcohol controlled his life, but he 

ultimately was set free from addiction.  His wife preceded Carlin in death.  Especially after that experience, his comic tenor changed and I 

found him a bright observer of society.  This is one of his best pieces of writing (even a bit of the Gospel!)é..  
 

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider Freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We 

spend more, but have less, we buy more, but enjoy less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less time. 

We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less 

wellness.   We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up 

too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.  We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too 

much, love too seldom, and hate too often. 
 

We've learned how to make a living, but not a life. We've added years to life not life to years. We've been all the way to the moon and 

back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor. We conquered outer space but not inner space. We've done larger 

things, but not better things. We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul. We've conquered the atom, but not our prejudice. We write 

more, but learn less. We plan more, but accomplish less. We've learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more computers to hold more 

information, to produce more copies than ever, but we communicate less and less.  
 

These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. These are the 

days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway 

morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when there is much in 

the showroom window and nothing in the stockroom. 
 

I served from 1992 ð 1996 in the upstate South Carolina community of Greenwood, home of the famous Park Seed Company.  

While there Red Lobster opened.  Everyone wanted to know why Red Lobster, at first, did not serve lunch, only dinner.  Who would utilize 

an establishment which has only one serving time each week?  What about people who worked at night or could not afford the more 

expensive evening menu?   

I realize that many of us are not as familiar with this thing called òcontemporaryó praise worship.  The songs and style may 

seem foreign to usé.not like what we remember from earlier years.  But, we have a whole generation or two of persons who are very, 

very unfamiliar with the church and organized religion, or who have grown up constantly exposed to media and visual images.  To them, 

our style of worship seems weird. 

So, today open your hearts and minds and spirits and in the relaxation of summer try something different, something new and 

you might even find great substance in this different stockroom of the Spirit called contemporary praise and worship!!!  (PSéI promise 
you Sunday morning at 8:30 and 10:45 are not going to change but look out because there may be a new and exciting offering for worship 
in the future of First Church.  Hold on!!!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Find Yourself Again At First 
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THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST July 20, 2008 
 

  THE CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SUNDAY 
   The color is red for the power and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

    THE CHIMES: After the chimes sound, you may wish to spend a few moments in quiet meditation.   

    THE PRELUDE òAmazing Loveó Kendrick/Tornquist 

**THE GREETINGS AND NEWS OF THE CHURCH:  

  *THE SONG OF PRAISE:   

  òNow Is the Time to Worshipó  DOERKSON 

    THE ACT OF CONGREGATIONAL CENTERING:  

 Like the sun that is far away and yet close at hand to warm us, so God's Spirit is   

 ever present and around us.  Come Creator into our lives.  We live and move and   

 have our very being in you.  Open now the windows of our souls. Amen. 
  (UNITED METHODIST CLERGYWOMEN'S CONSULTATION, U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.) 

    THE MINISTRY MOMENT:  Wayne Partin  

    THE CHILDRENõS MOMENTS:     Lauren Taylor 

 The children are invited to come to the Chancel Area.  ***  

    THE PRAYER CONCERNS AND MORNING PRAYER: Kim Phillips 

    THE LORDõS PRAYER 

    THE MUSICAL OFFERING:   òHallelujah, Your Love Is Amazingó Brown/Doerkson 

     Island Praise Team 

    THE READING OF THE WORD: Romans 8:26-39 

  The Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

 The Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

  *THE SCRIPTURE RESPONSE:   TFWS 2164 

 òSanctuaryó  SANCTUARY 

  *THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

 L:   Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation or distress, 

  or persecution or famine, or nakedness or peril or sword? 

 ALL: No! In all things we are more than conquerors through the One who loved us. 

  We are sure that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor  

  things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

  nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love  

  of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

    THE OFFERTORY:    òPromise of a Lifetimeó Sumrall/Sprinkle 

     Island Praise Team 

  *THE SONGS OF PREPARATION:  

 òGod With Usó  arr. Galbraith 

    THE SERMON:  òGoodness Goes Onó Reverend Surrett 

    THE RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS:     (10:45)  38 

  *THE INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

  *THE SONG OF DEDICATION:   

  òSing for Joyó    Heibert/Cole 

(You are invited to the altar for prayer, renewal, and Christõs support during the singing of this hymn.) 

  *THE DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING      

  *THE POSTLUDE:   òGod of Wondersó  Hindalong/Byrd 
     Hymnals are located under the pews in the front seats. 
   *Congregation Standing.  **Latecomers may be seated here or during the hymns. 
    ***The children are dismissed to Wee Worship.  
    ***The children are dismissed to Wee Worship.  
 

 

Flowers: The Flowers on the Altar are given by Margie and David Phillips to the Glory of God and in celebration of their 

wedding anniversary. 
 

Assisting With The Service Today: 

The Crucifers: Juliet Hill (8:30), Gardiner Phillips (10:45) 

The Acolytes: Miranda Hill (8:30), Isabel Phillips (10:45) 

The Ushers: Whitney Dye, Karen Smith (8:30) Ginger and Joe Culp (10:45) 

The Lay Reader: Wayne Partin  



The Greeters: Scott and Moose Morris (8:30) Harriet and Walter Ramage (10:45) 

 

 
 

Our Church Family Grows . . . . At our 10:45 Service, we welcome Lisa Rogers and her sons Wes and Ross.  They come by 

Transfer of Membership from Heritage Presbyterian Church.  The Rogers live at 1381 Lochmere Court, Mt. Pleasant, phone 

881-1551. 
 

LAST CALL!! Please pick up your July - December 2008 contribution envelopes in the narthex before you 

leave today.  
 

There will be a Worship Service to welcome and celebrate the appointment of the Reverend Patricia J. Parrish as 

Superintendent of the Charleston District of the UMC this afternoon, July 20
th
 at 4:00 p.m., at Grace UMC, 1601 Sam Rittenberg 

Blvd., Charleston.  Carpools will leave from our FUMC parking lot at 3:00 p.m.  
 

HALOS has started the back to school drive.  On July 20th we will have names of 48 children who are in need of school 

uniforms.  We will have the book bags with a "pink" or "blue" card for each child on the altar.  On this card is their ónumber," 

age, sizes, colors required for slacks/skirts and for shirts along with the social worker's name and number.  We request that 2 

tops and 2 bottoms be supplied for each child.  Please on your way out of the church, give your sticky note with your name and 

telephone number to one of the Mission/Outreach team members standing at the door.  If you want to buy a different bookbag for 

your child, please feel free to do so.  We just ask that you return the other bookbag back to us empty.  The bookbags with the 

child's card affixed are to be returned to the church by Sunday August 3rd.  If you would like to donate school supplies as well that 

would be wonderful.  THANK YOU!! 
 

August Is Awesome In Worship at FUMC 
July 27 - Lay Leader, Dan Nesbitt preaches 

August 3 - Holy Communion Celebration  

      and Blood Drive 

August 10 - Back to School Service 

August 17 - Pick Your Own Hymn Sunday 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Trustees, Wednesday, August 6, 5:30 p.m. 

Committee on Finance, Thursday, August 14, 6:00 p.m. 

Administrative Council/Church Council, Thursday, August 14, 7:00 p.m.  

Committee on Lay Leadership, First Fall Meeting, Monday, August 18, 5:00 p.m., Lupo Hall 
 

Fall Mission Trip.  We have set the date for our Fall Mission Trip.  This year started off with a local project, the ET.  We feel 

there is a need to continue this fall in our own backyard.  There is plenty of work to be done in our state.  The trip will be October 

18
t
'-25

1h
.  The tentative location is Beaufort County. If you are interested in going or want more information, please contact Bob 

Carlock at 886-6712 or e-mail at bcarlock@lowcountry.com.  If you can't go on the trip we ask for your support with your prayers 

and your gifts.  There will be a meeting on Tuesday, July 22 at 6:00 p.m., to discuss this trip. 
 

All persons eligible to serve for another year will receive a letter this week from the Committee on 

Nominations concerning your possible ministry in calendar year 2009. 
 

ARE YOU A GEEKéCOMPUTER, ELECTRICAL OR OTHERWISE???é.SERIOUSLY, we need persons to run the 

sound board for our worship services.  You will be trained and hopefully an adequate schedule can be prepared so that you 

can have a Sunday off (every fourth year or soéjust joking!!!).  Call Jan Pickens at 886-3506 or e-mail her 

janpickens@hotmail.com, if you would be willing to assist in worship services in this vital way.  (Plus youõll 

have a reserved seat every week!!!). 
 

Lay Speaking Ministries School is scheduled for September 12, 13, and 14 at Cherokee Place Untied Methodist Church.  

Pre-registration is required.  The Fee is $35.00.  The courses offered are Basic Lay Speaking, Spiritual Gifts, United Methodist 

Heritage, Lead In Prayer, How To Preach, and Caring Ministries.  The deadline for registration is August 5.  Call the church 

office at 886-6610 for more details. 
 

Flood Buckets for the Midwest: A great way for us to reach out in Christian love and compassion is to send flood buckets.  

The buckets themselves can be purchased at Loweõs or Home Depot.  If you are not able to put together flood buckets 

but would be willing to donate money, such assistance would be greatly welcomed.  Please make your check payable to First UMC 

and mark your contributions Midwest Floods.  Deadline is August 8
th
.  Place the buckets on the Lupo Fellowship Hall Stage.  See the 

blue sheets with the information in the lobby (Narthex) for more details.  Please adhere to the recommendations on the list.   
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Blood Drive Returns to FUMC - Sunday, August 3, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  We Need You and Your Blood to Help 
Others.  Call Alma Kiser for more information at 886-8381.  It really does not hurt, promise! 
 

Line dancing and singing opportunities: The place to be on Monday mornings, 9:00-10:30, is Lupo Hall for exercise 

fellowship.  9-9:30 Monday is sign in/socialize and extra practice for beginners.   Thursday dancing resumes 2-3 p.m. in September 

for experienced dancers.  If you can move easily to a musical beat, you can line dance! Coastal Belle Singers is a singing/dancing 

performance outreach to area retirement homes and centers.  Interested FUMC women who can commit to Tuesday afternoon 

practices and performances and some evenings, can sing on pitch and learn simple choreography are invited to check us out on 

Tuesdays at 1:30 in Lupo Hall, beginning in August!  For information about dance or auditions for singers, call Inge Baechler or 

Anne Bushong at 886-6855, cdranne@comcast.net  for more info. 
 

The FUMC IOP Men's Club will meet at 6:00 p.m., on Wednesday, August 13th, in the Lupo Fellowship Hall.  The speaker will be 

Mr. Al Hitchcock, a principal in the preservation of the Morris Island Lighthouse.  He will present an illustrated program on the 

preservation project.  Dinner will be served. 
 

NAME BADGES.  We have had a number of requests for name badges other than the pin type.  If you are interested in 

purchasing a magnetic badge, the cost is $8.00.  Please email Carol at iopmembership@bellsouth.net or give her a call at the 

Church Office 886-6610 X16 to order yours! 
 

Thank you.  Becki Wooters thanks the church family for the prayers and support she received during her motherõs illness 

and recent passing and says it is a true blessing to have such a caring church. 
 

Sunday School This Week:  Visitors and members are invited to visit our classes, which meet at 9:45.  Childrenõs classes (Pre-

K, K-1
st
, 2

nd
-3

rd
, 4

th
-5

th 
grades) are meeting all together in the Fellowship Hall for the summer.  The Junior and Senior high school 

classes are helping with the Kidõs Own Worship in the Fellowship Hall.  Adult classes: Clyde Dangerfield and All Comers classes 

meet below the sanctuary and are studying The Book of Luke.  The Gloria Davis class meets in the upstairs of the Admin Bldg.  The 

Boone Bowen Class, which meets in the downstairs of the Admin Building, is engaged in a retro look at the 70s rock opera, Jesus 
Christ Superstar: "What Does It Say To Us After Almost 40 Years?ó  The Upstairs Class also meets in the Admin Bldg and is 

studying Discovering Godõs Will in Your Life.  The New Class is will resume classes after the summer.  For more information about 

our Sunday School curriculum, please contact Janalyn Bowden, Sunday School Superintendent, at 886-3202 or e-mail her at 

jcbowden@comcast.net.  
 

Romans 8:26-39 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 

sighs too deep for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose.  29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  30And those whom he predestined he also 

called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  31What then are we to say 

about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 

will he not with him also give us everything else?  33Who will bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  
34Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us.  35Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep 

to be slaughtered."  37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38For I am convinced 

that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Summer Sermon Series Concludes ð  SERMON OUTLINE 
òThose Radical Romansó ð Pt. 5 ð TITLE:  òGOODNESS GOES ONó 

TEXT:  Romans 8:26-39 
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""""""""""""""""""""""""""  
"2nd Annual Choose Your Own Hymn Sunday" 

Please list three of your favorite hymns, and briefly tell us why, then tear and place this form in the 

offering plate.  Take a look in the hymn supplement, The Faith We Sing, where you might discover an 

old one that you've forgotten.  We'll choose several of these to sing on August 17th. 

1.  _________________________________________________ ____________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  
2. _____________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
3. ___________ __________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________  

 
OUR COMMITMENT IN ACTION 

Our Prayers:     The church, the World and all 

  its people.  Peace in Iraq. 
Our Presence July 13, 2008 
 Worship 275 

 Sunday School  80 

Total Membership: 576 
Our Gifts as of June 30, 2008 

 Received YTD $305,117.24 

 Expenditures YTD $263.983.50 

 Annual Budget  $567,835.67 
 Building Loan Balance $448,491.27 

Counters :   

 Dan Hause, Diane Lamm 07/20, 07/27 

 Joe Culp, Wayne Partin 08/03, 08/10 
In the Hospital: 

 Glen Johnson, Trident 
 Barbara Lubelsky, Roper  

 Colleen Johnson-Wheeler, MUSC, surgery 6-22 
Home From the Hospital: 

 Leola Hanbury 

Physical Rehab: 

 Henry Finch, Rehab, Savannah Grace  
 June Garrison, Sandpiper 

Presbyterian Home of Summerville: 

  Ponnie Holman 

Sweet Grass Court: 
 Hazel Lupo 

At Home: 

  Betty Dangerfield 

  Rev. Arthur Graham  
  Jackye Johnson 

  Joyce May 

  Jane Smith 
 Nan Stephens  

 Mary Jean Walter 

The Shepherd of the Week:  

 Jennifer Humphrey, 884-7564 
Our Soldiers In Service Overseas: 

 Avery Caruso, Iraq 

 Cory Costello, Iraq 

 Buck Eddins, Iraq 
 Josh Kinnee 

 Alex Miller, Iraq 

 Christian Suttle, Germany 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, July 20, 2008 

 8:30 am Worship 

 9:45 am Sunday School 
  10:45 am Worship 

  11:45 am Lemonade 
Church of the Savior, Cleveland, Ohio, will be staying  
with us until Saturday while they are on their mission  
trip with UMRC. 

Monday, July 21  

 9:30 am Line Dancing 

Tuesday, July 22  

 7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

 6:00 pm Mission Team Meeting 

Thursday, July 24 

  Jr. High Mission Trip 

 8:30 am  Thursday Duffers @ Charleston Nat'l  

 7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

Saturday, July 26 

  Jr. High Youth Return  

 9:00 am- 12 noon Loaves and Fishes 
 

In Worship Next Weeké 
Dan Nesbitt preaching 
 

Church Staff 
Carol King, Director of Member Ministries 
Telephone: 886-6610, Email:iopmembership@bellsouth.net 

Jan Pickens, Director of Music Ministries 
Telephone: 886-3506, Email: janpickens@hotmail.com 

Lauren Taylor, Director of Student Ministries 
Telephone: 886-6610, Email: laurentaylorsc@yahoo.com 

Janis J. Crosby, Church Administrator 
Telephone: 886-6610, Email: iopmethodist@bellsouth.net 

Sarah Harper, Nursery, Leigh Turner, Nursery 

 

 


