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Our mission is to discover, celebrate and share Godõs love 
 

FROM THE PASTORé..THE MOCKING 

BIRDS AT THE PARSONAGEéTO KILL 

OR NOT???? 
I love nature.  I am a pastor.  That is what I am 
supposed to do.  You probably would not be happy 
with me otherwise.  Plus I live with a bunch of people 
who really love babies and birds and all things sweet!  
But we have two new residents in the yard of our 
house over on Waterway Boulevard.  And I am not at 
all happy with these invaders.  Lydia, my daughter is 
not happy.  Donna, my wife has researched on the 
internet what may be wrong.  The boys are sort of 
ñMIAò this summer so their vote is not yet tabulated.   
 
We have a pair of mocking birds who have taken up 
residence in one of the trees in the front yard.  But 
they are also everywhere elseéon the front hood of 
our cars, on top of the freezer in the garage, on the 
gutters and whatôs more if you ever thought I was 
noisy, wellé.These two are just plain loud!!!  You can 
hear them all the way from the garage into the den. 
  
And our poor cat, Grace, who has had recent health 
issues of her own, is tormented daily by these two 
loud mouths.  Plus she misses Alec, since he is 
working on Boy Scout Camp Staff over on Wadmalaw 
Island, who spends much time with Miss Grace 
rubbing her, petting her and allowing her visit to his 
room (thatôs another article!) 
  
I went exploring in the front yard and discovered that 
as Donna had suspected (you know who is always 
right!  Ha!), there is a birdôs nest in one of  
 

the front yard trees.  Donna reminded me not to touch 
it or the mother bird would probably abandon the nest.  
I did remember that from Bird Study merit badge in 
Boy Scouts. 
 
Great southern writer, Harper Lee wrote a classic 
book and translated into a Gregory Peck starring 
movie entitled ñTo Kill A Mockingbird.ò  The book is 
standard reading in many secondary schools these 
days as it should be!  That great computer 
encyclopedia, Wikipedia has on its site the following: 
 
ñThe novel is loosely based on the author's 
observations of her family and neighbors, as well 
as an event that occurred near her hometown in 
1936, when she was 10 years old.  The novel is 
renowned for its warmth and humor, despite 
dealing with the serious issues of rape and racial 
inequality. The narrator's father, Atticus Finch, has 
served as a moral hero for many readers and a 
model of integrity for lawyers. One critic explained 
the novel's impact by writing, "In the twentieth 
century, To Kill a Mockingbird is probably the most 

widely read book dealing with race in America, and 
its protagonist, Atticus Finch, the most enduring 
fictional image of racial heroism." 

 
I cannot tell you definitively why this particular bird has 
shown up at our home.  As is apparent everybodyôs 
patience is being severely tested.  I do not like those 
birds at all.  I even grabbed the water hose toward one 
of them.  Since I donôt hunt guns are out of order.  But, 
the thought has crossed our minds.  And patience is 
not of the greatest gifts with  
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which God endowed me! 

People and experiences often can try our 

patienceéthatôs simply part of life.  Maybe at last I am 

finally learningésomething!!!  It is often easier to 

shoot them not so much with guns or even the water 

hose but often with our looks, thoughts, words and 

deeds.  Thatôs what Atticus is warning against in 

Harper Leeôs wonderful volume.   
So, as you pick up a book to take with you out to the 
beach or on your vacation or even over to the coffee 
place, selecting one which challenges your notions of 
who the world wants you to be and brings your closer 
to the glorious image that God has for you is what is 
you should.  Hereôs to summer reading and reflecting 
and living above what is the easy path for you, me, our 
East Cooper community and for First Church! 

 
 

 

FOR THESE SUMMER DAYSé A VERY 

SPECIAL WORD AND SERMON SERIES 

BY THE REVEREND SURRETTé.. 
ñTHOSE RADICAL ROMANSò   Come and 
experience the highlight of the apostle Paulôs 
theological reflections and directions for livingé.. 
 
July 6       ñFreedom Followsò     Romans 7:15-25a 
      (Patriotic Sunday Observance) 
July 13       ñSpirit Sustainsò     Romans 8:1-11 
       (Gospel Music Sunday Celebration) 
July 20     ñGoodness Goes Onò     Romans 8:26-39
       (Praise and Worship Contemporary  
                  Worship Celebration) 
July 27     Laity Sunday 
 
LAITY SUNDAY AT FIRST CHURCH IN 
JULYé..Church Lay Leader, Dan Nesbitt will preach 
on Sunday, July 27th at both morning worship 

services.  Dan serves as Associate Director of the 
United Methodist Relief Center and is a Certified Lay 
Speaker in The United Methodist Church.  Come and 
hear Danôs always creative and meaningful words!!! 
 

 

 

                  
GREETINGS FROM CAROL 

First Church received the Bishopôs Five-Star Award 
recently at Conference.  This Award is to provide an 
incentive for churches that are geared toward 
embracing new growth and outreach ministries.  
Growth in Membership, Sunday school, and Youth 
programs were part of the criteria. 
 
We are perceived as a Welcoming Church by those 
who visit.  This is evidenced in our growth during the 
past year. 
  

¶ Membership for the current year has increased 
by 38, including 8 from our Confirmation Class 
to a total of 572.   

¶ Average Sunday School attendance has been 
over 100, and the Youth Groups have been 
very active, embracing children of new 
members as well as those from the community. 

¶ Music program includes: 2 adult choirs, a 
handbell choir, a handchimes choir, 2 
childrenôs choirs, and a Praise Team. 

¶ 670 visitors have attend worship services since 
January 

 
Welcoming others is not the task of a committee or 
individual, but rather a lifestyle shared by each 
member of the congregation.  Thank you for your 
support!  

 
 
 

 
 

NAME BADGES 
We have had a number of requests for name badges 
other than the pin type.  If you are interested in 
purchasing a magnetic badge, the cost is $8.00.  
Please email Carol at iopmembership@bellsouth.net 
or give her a call at the Church Office 886-6610 X16 to 
order yours! 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

mailto:iopmembership@bellsouth.net


NEW MEMBERS:  Ed Bonaldi joined the church on 
June 15th.  He lives at 712 Windchime Alley, Mt. 
Pleasant. 29464.  Phone 224-4688. 
 
Ann and Bill Emery joined the church on June 15th.  

They live at 5845 Back Bay Drive, Isle of Palms.  
Phone 886-7540. 
 
Lisa and Bob Murray joined the church on June 15th.  

They live at 617 Carolina Blvd. Isle of Palms.  Phone 
886-3013. 
 
NEW ADDRESS:  Leslie, Paul and Emma Grace 
Yura now live at 2609 Camel Trail, New Braunfels, TX 

78132.  Phone 830-214-6181. 

 

 

                        
HALOS BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE 

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, Halos Back-to-School 
Drive begins in July!  Here's how it works ï Charleston 
County DSS caseworkers give HALOS the names of 
the children who need school uniforms or school 
clothes ï all cases in which children live in poor or 
working poor environments and have few resources 
for these essentials.  This information is placed on 
tags that contain the child's first name, gender, age, 
pants and shirt size and color requirements for that 
school.  Partner representatives and other donors 
(you) tell us how many children your group would like 
to sponsor. Tags are then distributed at your church, 
business, organization, etc.  We try to provide each 
child with two new uniforms. Often, sponsors may 
"share" children and split the costs of the uniforms, 
which can range between $30 and $50 for one 
uniform. This clothing can be purchased anywhere. 
Pants are either navy blue or khaki and collared shirts 
needed range in color from white, red, navy, light blue, 
green or yellow (depending on the school 
requirement).  A list of the most needed school 
supplies is attached to this email. The "tag" must be 
attached to the uniform purchase so staff will know 
which child is to receive it. The tag also contains the 

name and phone number of the case worker in case 
there is a question about any information on the tag. 
  
Empty bookbags with the names should be on the 
ends of the pew on Sunday July 20th. They will be due 
back at the church by Sunday August 3rd. 
   
ALSO, the Missions Team hosted dinner for a group of 
workers who came to the area to work on houses for 
Homeworks.   

  

 

 
Report of the lay delegates of the 2008 annual conference continued from 

birthday/anniversary page  

 
because we were invited to a prayer breakfast for 
congregations and organizations receiving special awards.  
After the breakfast, our congregation was presented with 
the Bishop's Five Star Award of Excellence for our work on 
the ET house and other good works. Our Boy Scout troop 
also received an award and our troop leaders drove up to 
Florence (in uniforms) to accept it. Tuesday afternoon was 
devoted to a special program emphasized by our bishop 
called the Great day of Service. Both clergy and laity 
delegates used the afternoon to do special social service 
projects in the Florence area.  
 
On Tuesday evening, Rev. Luronne Jennings gave a stirring 
sermon together with music and song provided by the 
Salem UMC Mass Choir. There were a number of "amens" 
during the service. 
 
On Wednesday, the various nominations were voted on, the 
final budget was approved, a report was made regarding 
the Methodist publisher, Cokesbury, and how it contributes 
to Central Conference ministers' pensions. These ministers 
work in countries like Estonia, Liberia, Mozambique, and the 
Philippines. A special report was given on a water project in 
Zimbabwe which was great good news.  
  
Also, the report of the cabinet was given showing that 
membership in the South Carolina UMC is still declining 
slightly, membership for this year being 239,750 compared 
to last year of 241,195.  There are still more female than 
male Methodists in South Carolina. Safe sanctuary policies 
for each Methodist congregation are to be in place by 
12/31/2008. There is to be more training for both laity and 
clergy. There is an emphasis on new church development 
and existing church redevelopment. 
 
At the conclusion of the Conference, Rev. David Surrett is 
now reappointed as First Assistant Secretary to the S.C. 
Conference and our own Carol King is a new member of the 
Conference Commission on Worship. 

 
 



       
BIRTHDAYS          JULY     
Joy Collins    2 
Donna Ouzts    3 
Rick Powers    4 
Anna Ashcraft    4 
Paul Hollen    5 
Annette Hill    5 
Kirk Wooters    5 
Juliet Hill    6 
Albert Lynch    7 
Kristen Lesesne   7 
Alec Surrett    7 
Boyd Wood    8 
William Finch    8 
Valerie Mountcastle   8 
Tom Ramsey               9 
Thomas Fletcher            10 
Ernest Gamble            10 
Alexandria Hilliard            11 
Joyce May             11 
Mariama Wilson            11 
Lenny Branch             12 
Nicholas Runza            12 
Mike McCrimmon            12 
Catherine Riley            13 
James Thiesing III            13 
Cathryn Adams            14 
Whitney Dye             15 
Debra Nesbitt             16 
Eileen West             17 
Jaime Sewell             17 
Lily Wooters             18 
Ginger Culp             18 
Lisa Murray             18 
Dan Nesbitt             19 
Joan Younglund            19 
Michael Newman            19 
Harvey Walters            20 
Wayne Moseley            20 
Key Collins             20 
Tamara Pierce            21 
Kim Malmgren             21 
Shelly Privette             23 
Marsha-Lee Ray            24 
Elizabeth Ashcraft            24 
Horace Johnson            25 
Grace Lang             25 
Emma Cohen             25 
William Nuckols            25 

Leah McConnell            26 
Carolyn Walters            27 
Andrew Erdner            27 
Linda-Marie Hamill            27 
Eric Bendig             28 
Joseph Culp             28 
Dale Hegler             29 
Lauretta Breisch            29  
Martha Lammey            30 
Laura Barnes             31 

     
 
      

 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES    JULY   
Mary & Judson Spence           1 
Conway & Bart Saylor   3 
Luanna & Ed Bonaldi   4 
Leslie & Donny Causey  4 
Sally & Kyle Martin   6 
Anne & Alec McLeod              6 
Anne & Wayne Partin   7 
Bonne & Dryden Taylor         10 
Pamela & Richard Hricik       12 
Jeanette & Harry Sewell        17 
Carol & Don Beidler               18 
Jane & Jule Smith            18 
Margaret & David Phillips      27 
Dianne & Arnold Karig           31 

 
 

REPORT OF THE LAY 
DELEGATES OF THE 

2008 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

The South Carolina Annual 
Conference was again held in 
Florence this year at the Florence 
Civic Center beginning the afternoon 
of June 1 and ending on June 4. The 
civic center had plenty of room for all 
the delegates in the main room, plus 
smaller rooms for meals and other 
meetings. The parking at the civic 
center was adequate for all the 
delegates. Also, there are several 
nice hotels within walking distance to 
the civic center and many delegates 
just left their vehicles at their hotels 
while attending meetings and 
services. 
 

The theme of the Conference was 
"Dare to Change the World" and this 
theme was emphasized by different 
speakers throughout the Conference 
activities. 
 
Marilyn Lipscomb and Bob Witcher 
were the official lay delegates from 
our congregation. Of course, Rev. 
Surrett was there as our clergy 
representative, and also served as 
First Assistant Secretary to the 
Conference. Lauren Taylor was 
representing young adults from the 
Charleston District and Rob Levin 
was the youth delegate from the 
Charleston District. Calvin Lipscomb 
was also there to give us all moral 
and practical support. 
 
Conference orientation began at 5:00 
pm on June 1 and the opening 
worship service was at 7:30 pm the 
same evening. Rev. H. Eddie Fox, a 
leader in Methodist world 
evangelism, gave the sermon. World 
Methodism and the unity of 
Methodists were emphasized as part 
of the service.  Ministers from the 
various districts of South Carolina 
brought waters from their local areas 
and poured them into one large bowl. 
A bell was placed in the front of the 
Conference arena and, throughout 
the Conference, was rung to 
emphasize evangelism. 
 
On Monday, there were numerous 
reports by various committees.  As 
expected, the reports by the 
Committee on Nominations and the 
Committee on Finance & 
Administration drew a lot of attention 
and comments. There was a special 
report on Epworth Children's Home 
regarding its need for additional 
funding from the South Carolina 
Conference. The funding was not in 
the budget but $100,000.00 was 
eventually provided from the 
Conference reserve fund which was 
heavily supported by the delegates.  
 
On Tuesday, the day started with 
another sermon by Rev. Fox 
emphasizing world evangelism and 
ways that Methodists can witness 
their faith. Our congregation's 
delegates had to miss the sermon  
          continued on page three 


