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Our Worth Comes from God, Not Money      
by James Hudnut-Beumler 
 

In many congregations, talking about money is 
taboo. That we donôt talk about money doesnôt mean 
we donôt worry about it, though. In fact, most 
Americans worry about it constantly. Are we saving 
enough? Will Social Security be there for us when 
we are old? Will the nursing home costs for our 
aging parents clean us out just in time to prevent us 
from sending our children to college? And now, how 
will the mortgage lending crisis and the sharp 
declines in stock values affect me and my family? 

Many people keep such worries to themselves or 
share them only with their spouses. Sometimes we 
turn to a coworker for understanding, but rarely to a 
pastor or to the church and its members. 

One of the best ways people can be the church 
together in a money-dominated age is to break the 
taboo against discussing money and money worries. 
If we are concerned with having enough money to 
care for others or ourselves, or with meeting 
payments, letôs confess those concerns to our 
brothers and sisters in a supportive setting. A burden 
confessed is a burden share.  If we are going to talk 
about money in the context of our congregations, we 

owe something to each otherðthe discipline of going 
to the next level in listening. One is tempted, when 
someone relates a financial problem, to try to help 
that person find a quick fix. What most of us need is 
not a quick fix or even a good coping strategy. For 
most of us, a money-related problem is the tip of the 
iceberg. Underneath the worry about Social Security 
is worry about growing old. Will I keep my 
independence, my friends, my mental capacities? 
Will I be able to buy the help, if I need it, of people I 
can trust? Below the issue of how to pay for college 
is concern for the welfare of oneôs children. Will they 
be happy? Will they choose important and satisfying 
work? Will they be able to get by without parental 
protection? What Christians need to do for each 
other is to engage their brothers and sisters at 
below-the-surface levels. 

The place to begin is with leading people to say 
whatôs in their hearts and then following up the 
Social Security comment (to cite but one example) 
with a question related to hopes and fears about 
aging. The prime American value of autonomy will 
make us want to deflect such questions. ñNo,ò we will 



want to say, ñI know exactly what to do as long as 
Iôve got enough money.ò The tragedy of this 

presumption of autonomy is that we cut ourselves off  

Continued from page one 

from the very conversations about our hopes and 
fears and insecurities in the world and before God 
with which our faith communities are in a position to 
help us. 

Congregations of Christians can do other things to 
counter the power of money in our lives. The 
churchôs ministry to its members is not merely 
problem-centered. We also can tell the stories of our 
lives in less materialistic ways. If we truly believe that 
life is more than bread and water (and clothing, 
houses, and cars), then the church must be the 
institution that validates our nonmaterial values. 
How? By telling the stories of the generous saints in 
our midst. 

An example: A manôs child is dying of cancer. He 
takes family leave without pay to tend to the child. 
The cancer abates for a while, then returns. The 
manôs employer replaces him at the end of the 
statutory leave period. The child dies at home one 
evening. Now, what does the congregation say in 
public? What do members say in private to the man 
who lost a job for the child he loved? Too often we 
just say, ñSorry for your loss.ò Privately we may even 
say to each other, ñItôs too bad that cost him his job.ò 

These weak responses are not adequate to the 
followers of Jesus Christ. Someone needs to stand 
up and say in the presence of the congregation: 
ñHenry, we grieve with you, but we are also proud of 
you, for you gave of yourself to your daughter in her 
time of greatest need without reserve. You are a 
witness to us all that people come first. We say that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God; you 
showed us all the love of God made real through 
your steadfast commitment to Sarah. Now, Henry, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, we promise to stand by 
you in love as you grieve and as you begin to put 
your life back together. Weôll help you find a job, and 
for my part, Iôm going to pay your electric bill until 
youôre back on your feet.ò 

If this fictional speech seems too personal for your 
church, it suggests how far we have to go in most 
congregations to reconcile ourselves to gospel 
values. The way to encourage generosity is to 
recognize it publicly and to support those who display 
its virtues. 

The people of God know something that others donôt. 
They know that their worth comes from God and not 
from moneyðnot from money earned, hoarded, 
spent to purchase things, or used to exercise power. 
Once people see this truth, they can see that they 

have things going for them, for they are gifted with an 
abundance of skills and stories, with opportunities for 
love and service, and with one another. The people 
of God know that they have things money cannot 
buy; they know they are rich in things of the soul. The 
job of the contemporary congregation is, as always, 
to increase love and understanding of God and love 
toward the neighbor. Lest money stand in the way of 
love, congregations must become places where the 
abundant gifts of God to the people of God become 
known and celebrated. 

Adapted from Generous Saints: Congregations Rethinking 

Ethics and Money, copyright © 1999 by the Alban Institute. All 

rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECIAL SUNDAYS IN WORSHIP AT 
FIRST CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 

 
November 2 All Saints Sunday with 
Remembrances and Bell Ringing for Those Who 
Have Entered the Church Triumphant Since Last All 
Saintôs Day, and Holy Communion. 
November 9 Heritage Sunday with Sermon by 
Former First Church Pastor, The Reverend Jim 
Correll 
November 16 Thanksgiving Sunday with Beautiful 
Seasonal Altar Arrangement 
November 23 Reign of Christ Sunday with 
Procession and Homily by The Reverend Surrett, 
ñRoyal, Regal and Righteous,ò based on Matthew 
25:31-46 
November 30 Advent Beginsé.Hanging of the 
Greens Worship Services with Sermon by The 
Reverend Surrett, ñReady, Seté.Holy Days???ò 
based on Mark 13:24-37 

   

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOVEMBER MEETINGS 
é.As we wrap up 2009 Ministry Planningé.. 

http://www.alban.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=684
http://www.alban.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=684
http://www.alban.org/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=684


 
Tuesday, November 4, 6:00 p.m., Committee on   
   Finance in the Boone Bowen Class 
Wednesday, November 5, 5:30 p.m., Board of  
  Trustees in the Boone Bowen Class 
Thursday, November 6, 6:15 p.m., Church  
  Development in the Boone Bowen Class 
Thursday, November 13, 7:00 p.m., Church  
        Council in the Lupo Hall 

                 
MUSIC NOTES 

All choirs are now preparing for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  If anyone of you would like to 
join the Chancel Choir to sing in our Christmas 
Concert on December 14th at both services, please 
join us in the choir room at 8:00 on Wednesdays. It is 
such a blessing to the choir when others come to join 
us for this special performance.  Attendance at a 
dress rehearsal on December 13th at 10 a.m. will 
also be required for that concert. 
   
Children's choirs are rehearsing on Sunday morning 
at 9:30 in the choir room to prepare, which is what 
the word advent is about, for our Christmas musical. 
If you are age 5 through sixth grade, please come 
and sing. There are several speaking parts for this 
musical, so that's something you might be excited 
about trying for. The musical, The Last Noel, will be 
presented at both services in the sanctuary on 
Sunday morning, December 7th. Come give it a try! 
  
Also, there will be a Christmas concert in the 
sanctuary the evening of December 14th at 6:00 
p.m. featuring the Coastal Chorale from the Myrtle 
Beach area. The director is Mary Lu Norris, daughter-
in-law of Alice Norris, and the accompanist is Diana 
Scroggins, organist at the Pawley's Island 
Presbyterian Church.  
  
Dates to remember: 
December 7th, 8:30 and 10:45  Children's Choir's  
 Musical, The Last Noel 
December 14th, 8:30 and 10:45  Chancel and 

Handbell Choirs Christmas Concert 
December 14th at 6:00  The Coastal Chorale 

 Christmas Concert 

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY OFFERED 

The Reverend Surrett will again offer a most 
meaningful Advent Bible study each Sunday in the 
season beginning on November 30th at 6:00 p.m. for 
one hour in the parlor/chapel of the 
administrative/youth building.  Please sign up with 
Lauren Taylor at the church office or via e-mail at 
laurensc@yahoo.com. 

 

 
DO YOU LOVE CHILDREN?  DO YOU 

LOVE MUSIC?   

We need you to help with our Cherub Choir for ages 
5, 6 and 7. Rehearsals will probably be on Sunday 
morning from 9:30 until 9:50 a.m.  Musical skill is not 
completely necessary.  Please consider serving in 
this way and contact Director of Music, Jan Pickens 
to assist. 

 
 

COASTAL BELLS TO ENTERTAIN 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The Coastal Belles will preview their Christmas Show 
as entertainment for the meeting (after the noon 
lunch and business meeting, around 1:30).  Coastal 
Belles are a musical outreach to retirement and 
assisted living centersðmembers come from FUMC 
and Newcomers Club.  

  

 
MENôS CLUB 

Our regular meeting will be held on November 12th 
when the 2009 slate of officers will be presented. 

     
 

                          
 

SENIOR LUNCH 
Seniors:  We won't be having a luncheon in November.  
There's a bit too much else going on, what with 
Thanksgiving and other meetings.  But we hope to line up 
something special for December.  Stay tuned.  

 



                              

UMW LUNCH óNô MUNCH FOR 
MISSIONS! (FUND-RAISER) 
November 9th (after late Church) 

Start your New Year, 
With a special treat! 
Stay after church, 

 And weôll meet and eat. 
Homemade soups and subs 

Are the fare. 
Come by yourself,  
Or maybe a pair. 

Families are welcomedé 
That goes without saying. 
But be very carefulé 

You might end up staying! 
Good food and fellowship! 

 Itôs sure to be fun! 
November 9th, 

 From ñnoonò until one.* 
 

** Take-out orders may be purchased after the early 

service as well. 

 

SHEPHERDSô MEETING 
There will be a Shepherds' meeting on Saturday 
morning, Nov. 8th, at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor of the 
Administration Building.  We will be welcoming new 
Shepherds and enjoying coffee and doughnuts and 
good fellowship.  If anyone is interested in coming on 
board, or finding out more about what we do, please 
contact Trudy Bauer @ 849-6046.  

 
 

BETTY DANGERFIELD CIRCLE 
GARAGE SALE 

The Betty Dangerfield Circle will be sponsoring a 
Garage Sale on Saturday, December 6, 2008, in the 
Fellowship Hall from 8:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  All 
funds will be going to The Epworth Childrenôs Home. 
 
Itôs the time of year to declutter ï as you are cleaning 
out those closets, garages, attics - WE NEED YOUR 
STUFF!  Old furniture, fishing gear, tools, dishes, 

kitchen items, good clothing, Christmas decorations 
and so forth. 
 
We will be collecting items beginning Thursday, 
December 4th  after 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
and all day Friday, December 5th.  If you need to 
bring items sooner, you may drop them off at the 
Brakefieldôs home, 2203 Waterway Boulevard after 
November 15. (Call 886-6009 before coming) 
 
We need your support in not just bringing items, but 
also in checking out the sale for some great bargains 
and helping the children at the Epworth Home at this 
time of the year. 

 
 

HALOS ANGEL TREE 
Please watch the bulletin for information about 
choosing a needy child to sponsor for Christmas.  
The names will be available in November.   We have 
taken a leap of faith in requesting 50 children's 
names and 10 elderly adults.   Thank you to 
everyone! 

 

 

 
GREETINGS FROM CAROL 

Fall is here in the Lowcountry, which means the 
holidayôs are just around the corner.  As you are 
beginning to make plans, we here at First Church are 
also in the midst of preparing for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas celebrations.  It is a time of hospitality, and 
welcoming to friends and family. 
 
I recently received an article written by someone who 
is a consultant and goes to churches as a ñmystery 
guestò.  He found that often, no one spoke to him, 
except possibly a greeter at the front door.  People 
even leaned over him to speak to another 
parishioner, without acknowledging his presence.   
 
If a ñmystery guestò should visit us, how would First 
Church be rated?  YOU can make a difference, if you 
see someone you donôt know, extend the hand of 
fellowship, and a warm welcome to the Lordôs house.  
Hopefully, the First Church family would receive a 
good grade, should we be put to the test! 



 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT FIRST CHURCH 
 

 
     Date             Liturgical Emphasis          Scripture Lesson(s)   Service Overview/Sermon 

November 30 Advent 1 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 
WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Mark 13:24-37 
 

Service of Preparation of the 
Sanctuary for the Advent and 
Christmas Seasons with 
interpretations of greenery and 
symbolsé. HOMILY TITLE:  
ñREADY, SETé..HOLY 
DAYS???ò 

D                         December 7 Advent 2 
HOLY COMMUNION 
COLOR:  WHITE 
ADVENT COVENANTS OF 
SIMPLICITY TO BE SIGNED 
AND PLACED ON ALTAR!!! 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

SERMON TITLE:  ñOPEN 
YOUR MOUTH AND TAKE 
YOUR ADVENT TEMP!ò 

                          December 7 Advent 2é..4:00 p.m. 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
(A service to remember loss, 
difficulty, death and 
disappointment during the 
merriment of the holiday 
season) 
Service Concludes with 
Prayer at the Altar and 
Lighting of Candles in 
Remembrance  

Micah 5:2-5a MEDITATION TITLE:  ñA 
DIFFICULT DELIVERY, A 
PEACE FOREVERò 

                        December 14 Advent 3 
CHANCEL CHOIR 
SEASONAL MUSIC 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

REFLECTIONS TITLE:  
ñPROPHET, PREACHER, 
INDIAN CHIEF OR I.T. 
ENGINEERéWHO ARE 
YOU?ò 

                         December 21 Advent 4 
Christmas Sunday 
MANGER OFFERING 
RECEIVED FOR MISSIONS 

Luke 1:26-38 
 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 
HOMILY TITLE:  ñA GOD OF 
IMPOSSIBILITYò 

                        December 24 Christmas Eve 
NATIVITY OF THE LORDé. 
5pm Family Service 
CANDLE LIGHTING AND 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Luke 2:1-20 
 

SERMON TITLE:  ñWHAT 
THE WORLD NEEDS NOW!ò 

                        December 24 Christmas Eve 
NATIVITY OF THE LORDé. 
9pm Festival Service 
HOLY COMMUNION & 
CANDLE LIGHTING 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
John 1:1-18 
Canticle of Godôs 
Glory:  UM 82 
(Luke 2:14, John 
1:29) 

CHRISTMAS EVE HOMILY 
TITLE:  ñAFTER THIS 
NIGHTò 

                        December 28 First Sunday After Christmasé 
One Service Only at 10:45 
a.m.; NO 8:30 AM SERVICE!!! 
MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST 

Luke 2:22-40 THE MORAVIAN LOVE 
FEAST WILL BE OBSERVED 
AND THE PASTOR SHALL 
OFFER SOME MEMORABLE 
CHRISTMAS STORIES 

               2009:  January 4 Epiphany Sunday 
PROCESSION OF THE MAGI 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
MEDITATION TITLE:  
ñTHOSE THREEò 

 




